
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

WORK SESSION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 AT 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

VIA ZOOM 

Mayor Simpson called the Work Session to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Cunningham gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Schue led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Pam 
Shirley, Magistrate; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

WORK SESSION: 

1. RESTRUCTURE PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE

Town Manager Ferguson gave an overview of the item and the options available for 
restructuring the Parks and Recreation Committee. He explained that the Town is looking 
for the Council's expectations for this committee. 

There was a discussion of other communities' recreation boards, all of which were council 
advisory boards acting as policy advisors. 

There was a discussion of setting guidelines so volunteers would know what they are 
volunteering for. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Parks and Recreation Committee created a mission 
statement. It was noted that it was not adopted by the Council. 

There was a discussion of the recreation part of the Town Park system and the events 
having had to be carried out by staff. 

There was a discussion of whether the Community Center is covered by the Parks and 
Recreation Committee. 
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Town Manager Ferguson explained that the Community Center's primary purpose has 
not been recreation. 

There was a discussion of events the Parks and Recreation Committee has been part of, 
and of the need for volunteers for Town events. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear gave an overview of the Parks and Recreation Committee's 
history. She commented on how similar the mission statement is to the language in the 
resolution that created the Committee. She spoke of past events and working with 
Finance in making purchases. 

There was a discussion of the Parks and Recreation Committee's Mission Statement and 
the need to change some of the language including eliminating the words 'create and 
maintain'. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he thinks the mission statement needs to be redone with 
both the Committee and the Council. 

Council Member Goldberg read a part of Resolution Number 93-23, the resolution that 
established the Committee, which stated the purpose of the Committee. 

There was discussion of the Committee having recommended, in the past, that things be 
fixed or taken care of. 

There was a discussion of getting a 'Friends of the Park' together to expand on what the 
Town has. 

There was a discussion of changing the resolution that created the Committee, Resolution 
Number 93-23, so that the purpose of the Committee is clearer. 

There was a discussion of requiring that the Committee have Members representative of 
the different segments of our community, such as business owners, school board 
members, seniors and the young, etcetera. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear commented that a quick Google search for job descriptions, 
qualifications and the purpose of the committee would provide results. She explained that 
when the Council asked the Parks and Recreation Committee for a mission statement, 
they explored a lot of different Park Board mission statements and that is how they came 
up with the one that was presented. Ms. Golden-Bear commented that the Committee did 
what the Council asked. 

Ms. Golden-Bear spoke of how the boards used to interview the prospective board 
members and made recommendations for appointments to the Council. She indicated 
that interested parties should attend a couple of meetings of the board they are interested 
in. She spoke of the importance of inclusivity in getting things done and for getting ideas. 
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There was a discussion of using samples of other advisory boards and giving the Town 
Manager the authority to put some things together. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he does not want to go in a direction that the Council does 
not want to go. He asked if the Community Center is part of the Park. 

The definition of 'Town recreation facility', from the Quartzsite Town Code, Chapter 21 
Park, Recreation Facilities & Cemetery, Section 21-1-1 Definitions was read aloud. This 
part of the Town Code follows. 

Town recreation facility means any lands, areas, buildings, and facilities that are 
owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by the town for recreation purposes open 
to the public including, but not limited to, parks, athletic fields, tennis courts, 
swimming pools, playgrounds, ramadas, recreation trails and centers, libraries, 
dog parks, and skate parks. 

There was a discussion of the boards selecting the applicants they want to recommend 
to the Council; several Council Members concurred with allowing the boards to bring 
chosen applicants to the Council. 

There was a discussion of creating an ad hoc committee for establishing the structure of 
the Parks and Recreation Committee and of who should be part of the committee. It was 
suggested that the two Committee Members, Committee Chairperson Timberlake, 
Committee Member Winer, the Town Manager and two Council Members form the ad hoc 
Committee to come up with something. 

Council Member Goldberg and Council Member Amon volunteered to be on the ad hoc 
Committee. 

2. ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTMENT PROCESS

There was a discussion of how appointing board members used to happen; applicants 
were interviewed by the boards and recommendations were brought to the Council. 

There was a suggestion to create a brief description of what each board is supposed to 
be doing, as well as how much time is required of the members and how often the board 
meets. 

There was a discussion of encouraging, if not requiring, applicants to attend at least one 
meeting of the board in which they are interested. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that clear direction is needed as to how the Council 
wants to go about interviewing and recommending. 

It was noted that the Council has the final say as to who is appointed to what advisory 
board. 
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The Council decided to allow the Parks and Recreation Committee to interview 
candidates themselves, followed by a recommendation to the Council. 

There was a comment made that a volunteer should not be on too many boards. 

Council Member BearCat asked that a discussion take place, on a future agenda, about 
the dissolved boards that were supposed to have interface and their reports which have 
kind of faded away. She said she thinks we need to revisit that because some of those 
are important places people want to connect with the Town. 

3. MAGISTRATE COURT BUILDING

Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager, explained that in order to get a construction budget 
estimate for the proposed building, they worked out a floor plan, with the Judge, of the 
minimum space that she would need to meet all her requirements. He noted that they 
sent out the floor plan and what our budget was to the Mohave Cooperative Bid Program 
to have it sent to a contractor named Modular Solutions and to ask them if they could 
come back with a cost estimate. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill indicated it took a couple of months and when it came 
back, their cost estimate was $100,000 over the available funds for the project, which 
does not include the project installation costs. He said they would have a project manager 
on site which would be another $50,000 to $60,000. He explained that it would be a three
piece stand-alone modular building way over budget. 

There was a discussion of a previous estimated amount for improvements to the existing 
Court, and it was noted that going out for bid for a new building was an option. 

There was also a discussion of having a session to look at what it is that the Town wants 
to eventually do with our Justice Center and Town Hall because there may be grants 
available. 

The.re was a comment that a permanent structure would be better than a modular building. 

It was noted that the Police Department needs a new facility. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:59 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Work Session of September 21, 2020, of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona. 
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I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 13th day of October 2020. 

Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 
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